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SUBJECT:TRAVEL OP AMERICANS TO UGANDA 

1. DR. RALPH A. WILKERSON, PASTOR OP THE MET OP YI. AND 
CHRISTIAN CENTER OP ANAHEIM, CALIPORNIA, CALLED ON THE 
DEPARTMENT MAY 1 TO DISCUSS HIS PROPOSED VISIT TO UGANDA. 

DR. WILKERSON PLANS TO TRAVEL TO KAMPALA ALONG WITH THREE 
AMCIT COLLEAGUES AND A UGANDAN STUDENT IN ORDER TO MEET 
WITH PRESIDENT AMIN. HIS PRESENT PLAN REQUIRES HIM TO 
LEAVE FOR UGANDA IMMEDIATELY IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO A 
RECENT TELEPHONIC INVITATION FROM AMIN WHICH WAS RECON- 
FIRMED BY A COMMERCIAL TELEGRAM APRIL 28. WILKERSON PRO- 
POSES TO DISCUSS AMIN'S NEGATIVE IMAGE IN THE WEST BECAUSE 
OP HIS ABUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND TO ATTEMPT TO EPPECT A 
CHANGE IN AMIN'S POLICIES BY APPEALING TO THE LATTER'S 
CONSCIENCE. 

2. WILKERSON WAS INFORMED OP THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 110951 

ADVISING AMERICANS AGAINST VISITING UGANDA, AND HE WAS GIVEN 
SOME BACKGROUND ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THAT COUNTRY. 
WILKERSON WAS PURTHER ADVISED THAT, DESPITE THE TELEGRAM OP 
INVITATION FROM AMIN, HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES SHOULD OBTAIN 
THE APPROPRIATE UGANDAN VISAS, AND KENYAN VISAS IF THEY 
TRAVEL TO KAMPALA VIA NAIROBI. WILKERSON SAID IT WAS 
POSSIBLE THAT HE WOULD TRAVEL PIRST TO NAIROBI TO ARRANGE 
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ONWARD TRANSPORTATION WITH THE ASSISTANCE OE A MISSIONARY 
FRIEND IN KENYA. SUCH TRAVEL MIGHT ENTAIL THE MISSIONARY 
FLYING WILKERSON IN A PRIVATE AIRCRAFT TO UGANDA. 

3. FOR BONN: PLEASE PASS THE FOREGOING TO THE ERG FOREIGN 
OFFICE FOR THEIR EMBASSY IN KAMPALA. 

4. FYI: WILKERSON STATES THAT, IN ADDITION TO BEING THE 
AUTHOR OF A ' BEST-SELLING" BOOK ON HIS RELIGIOUS 
PHILOSOPHY, HE HAS OVER 12,000 IN HIS CONGREGATION AND HAS 
A WEEKLY RADIO AUDIENCE OF 50 MILLION. HE CLAIMS TO BE 
AN ACQUAINTANCE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S SISTER RUTH 
STAPLETON, AND SAID HE WAS TO MEET WITH MRS. CARTER AFTER 
HIS CALL AT THE DEPARTMENT. HE SAID HE HAD RECENTLY HAD 
PERSONAL DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRIME 
MINISTER BEGIN TO PROMOTE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. END 
FYI. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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